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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. SHARON 

ROOT 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 6, 2013 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sharon M. Root, D.P.M., FACFAOM as 
she is recognized by fellow colleagues at the 
64th Annual American Podiatric Medical Asso-
ciation (APMA) Region 3 Scientific Meeting. 
Dr. Root’s dedication to her profession and 
her selfless actions outside of the office are 
truly deserving of this body’s recognition. 

Dr. Sharon Root graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from New York College of Podiatric 
Medicine. Previously, she completed Biological 
Sciences and Pre-medical studies at Rutgers 
University—Newark and earned her Associate 
in Applied Science Degree and was a Highest 
Honors Graduate in Nursing at County College 
of Morris. She completed her residency in 
Podiatric Surgery at The Bryn Mawr Hospital 
in 1993 and currently practices in 
Succasunna, New Jersey. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Root has been a 
member of several professional organizations. 
She is a current New Jersey Delegate to the 
APMA House of Representatives and serves 
on the Resolutions Committee and Elections 
Committee. In addition, Dr. Root was presi-
dent of the New Jersey Podiatric Medical So-
ciety for the 2006–2007 year and held many 
other positions within the Society, including 
Advisor of the Executive Committee, Chair of 
the Constitution and Bylaws Committee and 
Chair of the Carrier Advisory Committee. 

Dr. Root is also a dedicated physician out-
side of the office. On March 16, 2012, while at 
dinner in Washington, DC, Dr. Root performed 
the Heimlich maneuver on another diner, 
Maryland psychologist Dr. Ellen Lent, who was 
choking. Dr. Root’s quick actions saved Dr. 
Lent’s life. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Dr. Sharon Root on her many professional ac-
complishments and thanking her for her ac-
tions to save another life. 
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WALNUT GROVE LADY TIGERS 
BASKETBALL TEAM CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 6, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Walnut Grove Lady Tigers Basket-
ball Team for winning the Missouri Class 1 
Girls State Championship. 

The Lady Tigers clinched the title with a 
thrilling finish, making a free throw with 1 sec-
ond left for a final score of 47–46. Members 
of the team include Miranda Allison, Audree 
Crain, Carrigan Comstock, Ellen Hayter, 
Heather Harman, Lexi Harman, Shelby Har-
man, Megan Shuler, Madisyn Freeze, and 
Karsyn Hejna. 

Through their hard work and dedication on 
and off the court, the Lady Tigers developed 
into a truly great championship team. The 
Lady Tigers ended the season 30–2, which 
set a school record for most wins in a season. 

I also want to commend Head Coach Rory 
Henry and Assistant Coaches Deidre Parks 
and Jeff Cope for a job well-done on devel-
oping such a strong basketball program. 

The Walnut Grove community is justifiably 
proud of this extraordinary group of young and 
talented student-athletes. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Walnut Grove 
Lady Tigers as they celebrate their Class 1 
Girls State Championship. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL MEDAL WIN-
NERS OF THE SCHOLASTIC ART 
AND WRITING AWARDS OF 2013 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 6, 2013 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a number of talented and dedicated 
high school students from my Congressional 
District who have won National Medals from 
the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of 2013. 
The Scholastic Awards are the largest, long-
est-running scholarship and recognition pro-
gram for creative teens and are presented an-
nually by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writ-
ers. These talented students are creative 
thinkers that will lead our nation into the future 
and I am so proud to recognize them today. 

I am honored to represent Long Island and 
Queens which are home to many top notch 
schools with dedicated teachers guiding tal-
ented young students to success. Specifically, 
I want to recognize the following students that 
I have the honor to represent here in Con-
gress: Megan Basaldua of Frank Sinatra 
School of the Arts High School; Michela 
Bentel of the Choate Rosemary Hall; Lindsay 
Bu of Stuyvesant High School; Max Carol of 
Syosset Senior High School; Michelle Chen of 
Hunter College High School; Soohyun Cho, 
Seungeun Ha and Min Soo Kim of Oogie Art; 
Yirang Choe of Ashcan Studio Art; Alexandra 
Deplas, Megan Fox, Lauren Goldstein and 
Danielle Pestyner of Jericho Senior High 
School; Patrick Fahey of Manhasset Sec-
ondary School; Meagan Fontanes, Brianna 
Martin and Julia Tannenbaum of Northport 
Senior High School; Samantha Rose 
Klainberg and Kaiqi Zhu of Great Neck South 
High School; and Nicole Lee of High School 
Art & Design. 

Only 1,900 works of art and writing, from 
the initial pool of 230,000 submissions, earned 
a National Medal. These students and their 
teachers should be commended for excelling 
and achieving such great success. They will 
be honored at Carnegie Hall in New York City 
on Friday, May 31. Artwork from the award- 
winning students will be featured in an exhi-
bition at Parsons The New School for Design 
and the Pratt Manhattan Gallery. A selection 
of students receiving awards for writing will 
have their work published in the annual an-
thology The Best Teen Writing of 2013. 

Mr. Speaker, I again want to applaud the 
families, teachers and students that have 
made these achievements possible. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in commending you for 
all of your successes and I look forward to 
seeing your continued contribution to the arts. 

A TRIBUTE TO CRAIG AND 
SHIRLEY PHINNEY 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 6, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Craig and Shirley 
Phinney for being named a 2013 Hero of the 
Heartland by the American Red Cross serving 
Greater Iowa. 

Each year, the American Red Cross serving 
Greater Iowa recognizes Heroes of the Heart-
land by selecting everyday Iowans who have 
done extraordinary things to help their neigh-
bors and communities. The Iowans honored 
with this prestigious award displayed selfless-
ness in a variety of courageous, charitable 
and thoughtful acts. The Heroes of the Heart-
land program not only showcases the heroes 
among us, but also helps raise crucial funds to 
ensure that the American Red Cross is pre-
pared and equipped to assist those that need 
food, shelter, and comfort during emergencies 
and difficult times. 

The lives of Craig and Shirley Phinney 
changed forever one Friday evening in 2009 
when Craig, a police officer and military vet-
eran, was diagnosed with colorectal cancer. 
After seeing the struggles and sacrifices of 
other cancer patients firsthand, the Phinneys 
started the Cops Against Cancer organization 
to provide financial assistance to cancer pa-
tients and their families that are burdened by 
the unexpected and overwhelming expenses 
associated with cancer treatments. Craig and 
Shirley’s organization assists with costs that 
are not typically covered by insurance, such 
as lodging and travel expenses for medical 
appointments, specialized treatments, and var-
ious monthly home expenses. Cops Against 
Cancer has assisted more than 125 families in 
41 of Iowa’s 99 counties, seven families out-
side of the state, and even a family as far 
away as Quebec, Canada. In one particular in-
stance, the organization was able to help ab-
sorb the travel costs of a 72-year-old patient 
who had to travel 80 miles one-way for treat-
ment because her local medical facility had 
been damaged by a tornado. In addition to 
their financial assistance, Craig and Shirley 
also provide the families and medical staffs of 
patients with their personal phone numbers to 
be able to assist at any hour of the day or 
night. The Phinneys’ commitment to ‘‘protect 
and serve’’ their community is present in all 
facets of their lives, and it truly embodies what 
it means to be a hero. These wonderful 
Iowans have set a shining example that our 
state can be proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. and Mrs. Phinneys’ actions 
that earned them each the title a ‘‘Hero of the 
Heartland’’ are a testament to the humble, 
hardworking and helpful people who make up 
the great state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues 
in the House to join me in congratulating Craig 
and Shirley on a job well done, thanking the 
American Red Cross serving Greater Iowa for 
their life changing efforts, and wishing all of 
those involved in the Heroes of the Heartland 
program continued success for years to come. 
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